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Dublin Castle, 

4 th January , 1899. 


I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inform you that His 
Excellency has received from the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury a notification of Their Lordships’ decision upon the question of the 
recoupment of High Sheriffs out of money to be provided by Parliament of 
the cost necessarily incurred by them in receiving Her Majesty’s Judges of 
Assize. 

Their Lordships have been pleased to direct that there shall be admitted in 
an Account to be rendered by the High Sheriff to the Irish Government all 
or any of the following items, so far as actually incurred and vouched, at any 
ordinary or Winter or special Assize, and on the occasion of the trial of an 
Election Petition, the following payments : — 


£ s. d. 

Carriage, Pair of Horses, Coachman, Footman, and 

Liveries, for each day necessarily used, . 3 3 0 

Attendants, not exceeding six in number, whether 
Javelinmen, or Policemen, at 5s. a day each. 

High Sheriff for each day’s attendance (not exceed- 
ing eight) at an Assize, . • .550 

For each subsequent day’s attendance, • .330 

Under Sheriff for each day (not exceeding eight), . 3 3 0 

For each day’s subsequent attendance, . .220 

Clerk, for each day, . • • .110 


Their Lordships also sanctioned the allowance of any of the items in the above 
scale which are actually incurred on the day preceding the opening of the 
Assizes. 


Furthermore, in the cases of those Counties where it has usually been 
necessary heretofore for the High Sheriff to provide out of his own pocket a 
salary for his deputy in addition to fees received by the latter for the execution 
of Supreme Court Judgments and from other sources, their Lordships have 
decided, as regards the County > to recoup salary to tne 

extent of £ 


Their Lordships also sanction payments “ on account” as follows, on the 
expiration of the first six months of the year of office : 

(1.) The amount actually expended and vouched under the Table 
of Allowances sanctioned, as above, for the reception of the. 
Judges. 

(2.) One-half of the salary, as above, on the production of the. 
Sub-Sheriff’s receipt. 


I am, 

Sir, 

Y our obedient Servant, 

D. Harrel. 


Treasury Chambers, 

2nd November , 1898. 


Sir, 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had before 
them your letter of the 18th ultimo, together with previous correspondence 
as to the increasing difficulty of providing for the discharge of the duties 
of the Office ot High Sheriff in the poorer Counties of Ireland. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



4 


His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is no doubt aware that My Lords 
have recently had occasion to review the allowances made in the Bills of 
Cravings of High Sheriffs in this country, and have decided to repay out of 
money provided by Parliament the cost necessarily incurred by the Sheriff 
in the reception of the Judges at Assizes, omitting however any item of 
expenditure which is optional on the Sheriff’s part. 

My Lords are willing to make a similar concession to the Irish Sheriffs, 
and a table showing the scale of allowances paid in this country is transmitted 
herewith. In applying it to Ireland the allowance to the Sheriff will be 
admitted’ for the day preceding the opening of the Assize. 

Their Lordships feel moreover, that in one respect the position of the 
Sheriffs in the two countries is not identical. Ihe effect of the repeal of 
Schedule B, Part 1, of the Act 27 and 28 Vic., cap. 99, has been to deprive the 
Sheriff in Ireland of fees formerly received by his deputy for work done in 
connection with Civil Bill proceedings— work for which in England the High 
Bailiffs of County Courts are appointed and paid. 

Again, the decision known as “ Bayley’s Presentment,” declared illegal 
certain annual presentments theretofore made to the Sheriff for duties 
connected with the Juries Acts, and he has thus lost a sensible portion of his 
receipts, while remaining liable to perform by his deputy the work in respect 
of which the payment was made. 

These considerations justify, in Their Lordships’ opinion, some further relief 
to the Sheriff in respect of his necessary expenditure in any case in which he 
is obliged to provide out of his own pocket a salary for his deputv, in addition 
to fees received by the latter for the execution of Supreme Court Judgments 
and from other sources. 

In ascertaining the amount of such relief, My Lords propose to adopt the 
following course, viz. 

1. To ascertain, on an average of the three years immediately preceding 
31st March, 1898, the salary paid by the Sheriff to his deputy, less any part 
applicable to the J udges’ reception. 

2. To ascertain in each year the amount of fees which would have been 
received in Civil Bill proceedings, but for the repeal of the Schedule mentioned 
above, and the amount of the presentment which was discontinued as the 
result of the decision in Bayley’s case. 

3. Subject to a maximum of £150, or of the amount of the two items 
indicated in the preceding paragraph (II.) — whichever is the greater — My 
Lords will be willing to repay to the Sheriff the salary paid by him to his 
deputy, as shown under heading I. 

The above allowance will be admitted in the Accounts of the Sheriffs now 
about to be nominated, and will become payable at the expiration of 
their year of office, on the presentation of an account, supported by the 
necessary receipts and vouchers, at the Chief Secretary’s Office. 

The Auditors of Sheriffs’ Accounts, the Treasury, London, will be ready to 
afford any information required in applying the scale allowances in the table 
which accompanies this letter. 

If it should be found difficult to calculate exactly the amount of fees which 
would have been received in Civil Bill proceedings but for the repeal of the 
Act of 27 and 28 Vic., cap. 99 in a year, then current, My Lords would be 
prepared to accept a calculation based on the figures of the latest volume of 
the Judicial Statistics. 


I am, &c., 

FRANCIS MOWATT. 


The Chief Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 
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